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1.  John Scheepers Kitchen Garden Seeds: High points:  The finest selection of kitchen garden 

seeds—French, Italian, Russian, Heirloom.  Includes many inspiring recipes.  This catalog has no peers! 

Low points:  Seed packages do not always include growing instructions.  Still, should not be a deterrent from 

ordering something sublime and unique. Contact:  www.kitchengardenseeds.com or 860.567.6086 

2.  Select Seeds: High points:  This is SO the best source for Heirloom vegetable, herb and flower seeds.  

Seeds, plants & bulbs available.  Irresistible selection of antique sweat peas, poppies & pansies. 

Low points:  None! Contact:  www.selectseeds.com or 800.684.0395 

3.  Territorial Seed Company: High points:  Vegetable and flower seeds, plants, bulbs, covercrops.  

They‘ve got some of what one would expect to find in a seed catalog and a lot of what one would not.  Some 

really cool stuff! 

Low point:  Shipping for a single seed packet is not cost effective—need to have a decent-sized order. 

Contact:  www.territorialseed.com or 800.626.0866 

4.  Miller Nurseries: High points:  Focus is on fruit trees and berries with a few shrubs and roses 

thrown  in for good measure. Includes tips for pruning and growing. 

Low point:  None! Contact:  www.millernurseries.com or 800.836.9630 

5.  Van Bourgondien: High Points:  Gladioulus, lilies, dahlias, iris, & perennials.  

Inspiring selections. 

Low Point:  Kind of expensive, but often has coupons. 

Contact:  www.dutchbulbs.com or 800.622.9959 

“Gardening re-

quires lots of    

water.  Most of it 

in the form of per-

spiration.  -Lou 

Erickson 
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6.  R.H. Shumway’s  High points:  Beautifully hand illustrated catalog that is purely art in itself.    

Good old-fashioned vegetable gardening at its best.  Can order seeds by the pound. 

Low points:  None Contact:  www.rhshumway.com or 800.342.9461 

7.  Harris Seeds: High points:  Good selection of vegetable seeds and a short, but really great selection 

of perennial flower seeds.  Can‘t go wrong with the selection— most things are tried and true ‗workers‘ in the 

garden.  Trouble free. 

Low points:  None that we found! Contact:  www.harrisseeds.com or 800.544.7938 

 
.  Pinetree Garden Seeds: High points:  This catalog is the best of the best.  Frankly, it will become a 

dog-eared friend. Vegetable seeds, flower seeds, great gardening books, soap-making supplies and more.   

Low points:  Impossible to impose self-restraint while compiling order.  Not every item has a photo or       

picture. Contact:  www.superseeds.com or 207.926.3400 
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9. McClure & Zimmerman 

Hight Points:  Excellent bulb & tuber catalog with vast selections including 8 different kinds of Eremurus aka 

Fox Tail Lily and 6 different kinds of the elusive Lady‘s Slipper, Cypripedium. 

Low Points:  Can be a tad expensive – but you can get good deals on collections.   

Contact:  www.mzbulb.com or 800.883.6998 

10. Burpee 

High Points:  One of the most venerable gardening catalogs, Burpee has been around forever, practically.  

Good, solid selection of vegetable seeds, flower seeds, fruits, herbs, even some plants offered.  Use code 

BX53 for $5 off an order of $30 or more online or by phone.  

 Low Points:  Since this catalog is distributed throughout the entire US, it takes the savvy gardener to know 

what will do well in our local climate and what will not.   

 Contact:  www.burpee.com or 800.888.1447 

11.  Fungi Perfecti 

High Points:  As the cover states, ―The Finest Mushroom Products for Home and Garden , Farm and Forest, 

People and Planet‖.  Offers all sorts of mushroom growing kits, logs, books, accessories and anecdotes.  

Even if you don‘t order anything, the catalog is read-worthy on its own merit. 

Low Points:  None 

Contact:  http://www.fungi.com or 800.780.9126 

12.  Wildseed Farms 

High Points: Wildflower seed by the gram, ounce or pound. Mixtures for making meadows and wildflower 

fields and tips on how to be successful at it. 

Low Points:  None at all 

Contact:  www.wildseedfarms.com or 800.848.0078 

13.  Gardens Alive! 

High Points:  An excellent source for live, beneficial insects, safer fertilizers, pesticides and organic seeds, 

fruits, garlic and potato starts.  Current catalog has a $25 coupon for when $25 of additional product is 

purchased – these coupons are fairly regular.  Customer service is the best I‘ve ever experienced, any-

where. 

Low Points:  Ships from Lawrenceburg, Indiana so order a LOT if you‘re purchasing heavy items to make it 

worth your while.   

Contact:  www.GardensAlive.com or 513.354.1482 
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òGardening is a kind of disease.  It infects you.  You cannot escape it.  When you 

go visiting, your eyes rove about the garden; you interrupt the serious cocktail 

drinking because of an irresistible impulse to get up and pull a weed.ó Lewis Gannit 

Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage 

14.  Michigan Bulb Co. 

High Points:  None! 

Low Points:  The tiniest plants imaginable are shipped, in peat moss (non-sustainable!), that is often dried out 

– so your order arrives half dead.  Constant coupons on the front encourage the buyer to purchase again and 

again and again.  100% guarantee on their dead plants but honestly, this is the puppy mill of plants.  How can 

they afford to ship in such poor medium, such tiny plants that often die?  How much are they paying their em-

ployees if they are able to stay in business year, after year with such poor performance???? 

Contact:  I‘m pretty sure every mailbox in the tri-state area has one of these catalogs – recycle bin it!  

     When ordering seeds of Lettuces, Arugulas, 

Spinaches, and other salad greens donõt forget to 

buy extra packets to sow in the coolness of early fall for a 

second crop.   

Saturday, April 25th begins the 2009 Maryland House 

and Garden Pilgrimage.  410.821.6933 or 

tours@mhgp.org for more information and tickets. 

TIP: 

Broken Wing 

by Bert Klotz 

 

Late for work, I spot two mourning doves  

sitting in the oncoming lane. 

Three hundred yards beyond,  

a line of eighteen-wheelers, moving at speed.   

The female‘s wing, oddly kinked,  

 

splays out over the hot asphalt,  

while I snap my gaze, eyeing that fan of feathers,  

onrushing tractor-trailers, 

her wing, the traffic, 

 

powerless to lift her to safety. 

I don‘t have enough time  

to pull over, scoop them up. 

Even buzzards need to eat. 

I do peek in my rear-view mirror 

 

that huddled pair, losing sight of them, 

the lead vehicle now blocking my vision, 

that couple passing into its shadow. 

Neither bird has fled... 

I, species of the larger brain, recall a quote 

 

about complicated things being easy, 

the simple, hard. 

I don‘t know if they were crushed 

or somehow survived 

in that windblown space between wheels. 

Severn Grove Ecological Design  

Rain Barrels Delivered and Installed 

443.994.2043 

4th Annual Scenic Rivers Land Trust's  

"Walk for the Woods"  
Saturday, April 18th (rain date 4/19)       

Bacon Ridge Branch Natural Area, Crownsville         

Open Walk: 9 a.m. -   2 p.m.   

*Bird Walks: 7:00 / 7:30 / 8:00 & 8:30 a.m.  

Register at: 443 -597 -0063 or www.srlt.org  

Explore a piece of wilderness right in 

the  

heart of Anne Arundel County!  


