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Common Mistakes in the Landscaped
Garden

Five design errors to avoid in your garden

whether you’re aDIYer or having your yard professionally landscaped.

Placement of Lilacs

Mistake: Planting a lilac bush right next
to the front door or a high-profile area. A
blooming lilac is a glorious thing. Unfor-
tunately the bloom time is quite short.
This shrub often looks quite raggedy when
not in bloom and really looks bad at sum-
mers end when it typically develops a
nasty case of powdery mildew. The mil-
dew doesn’t much hurt the plant but it
certainly does not do any favors aestheti-

cally.

Solution: Plant the lilac in a sunny far
corner of the yard where it’s fragrance,
when in bloom, will waft mysteriously in
the air inviting you to seek out its source.
Bring some blooms inside to arrange in a
vase. Once the plant has peaked, the gar-
den is preserved from its unlovely off-

season appearance.
Nick-Nacked to the Nth

Mistake: Too many garden signs,
flags, quaint statues, pink flamingos,

gnomes, hummingbird feeders, etc.

Solution: Moderation. If your gar-
den theme is birdhouses, stick with
birdhouses. Don’t distract from your
original intention by adding cutesy
statues or anything that doesn’t
strictly follow your theme. Every
garden requires some architectural
element but let one main item or
theme do the work and avoid impulse

purchases.

Mixing hardscape Mistake: A
flagstone sidewalk, and the Belgian
block retaining wall, plus a dry river
bed with round Hudson river rocks—
adjacent to a brick patio that abuts the
asphalt driveway which is in turn dis-
astrously accented with several raised
garden beds walled with natural field-
stone. Solution: Stick with one type
of hardscape, two at the most. And
please- never, ever use red lava rock
in your landscape unless you live in

Vegas.

Mistake: Trying to keep
diseased/pest-ridden plants

alive.

Solution: There are many plant
choices available so it is almost
always better to select plants for
their disease/pest resistance. For
example, hybrid tea roses suffer
badly from black spot and require
spraying to keep them healthy.
Many floribunda roses are resistant
to black spot

and do not re-

quire spray- ing.

Azaleas in Full, Blazing Sun
Mistake: One thing is certain for
azaleas planted in full, blazing sun.
They are going to get lacebugs.
Lacebugs make their home on the
underside of the azalea leaf where
they dine ecstatically. The scraping
mechanism by which the lacebug
obtains its food causes the leaf to
develop a sad, mottled appearance.
Using pesticides, no matter how
natural or organic, is futile because
the environmental circumstance
perpetuates reinfestation. Solu-
tion: Make sure your azalea gets

afternoon shade.
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If you had to guess how many flowers are edible, how many do you think you could come up with? 38? Here
is a list of edible flowers—and there are many more!

Alstroemeria, Blue Spiderwort, Borage, Calendula, Chamomile, Carnation, Chive
Blossom, Chrysanthemum, Clover, Daisy, Dandelion, Day Lily, Elder flowers,
Gladioli, Geranium, Hibiscus, Hyssop, Lavender, Lemon Bergamot, Lemon Bo-
rage, Lemon Verbena, Marigold, Nasturtium, Orange blossom, Pansy and Viola,
Primrose, Queen Anne’s Lace, Rose, Rosemary, Safflower, Saffron, Sunflower,
Sweet Rocket, Squash blossom, Tulip, Violet, Woodruft, Wild Chicory

Now, this is not a license to beat it to your local garden center for a snack. Since many nursery plants are
sprayed with pesticides and fertilizers chomping Home Depot’s outside garden is not recommended. How-

ever, those flowers growing in your own garden, if correctly identified, are likely fair game—provided you
haven’t sprayed your own plants with something nasty.

CHRYSANTHEMUM TEA SANDWICHES \ Blend ingredients well ‘ CHIVE CLAM DIp
except for the Chrysan—

6 Hard-boiled eggs themums. Fold flowers in gently and spread 16 oz. sour cream Combine all ingredients
1/4 c. finely chopped celery ~ mixture on slices of bread. Finish sandwich 2 cans minced clams, and mix well. Chill

1 1/2 T minced onion with a second slice of bread and cut into tea  drained about an hour before

1 1/2 T minced green onion sandwiches. Makes 2 dozen. 6 large blossoms of serving. Makes about 2
1 T minced black olives chive, separated 1/2 cups.

1/3 c. mayonnaise DAY LILY Soupr 1 pkg. onion soup mix

Dash Worcestershire sauce : 3 T lemon juice

Dash Cayenne pepper 3 c. chicken broth Combine 2 t horseradish

Salt and pepper to taste 1 c. minced cooked chicken chicken broth,

1 stalk celery, sliced

1/2 c. chrysanthemum petals chicken, celery, tarra- SPRING GARDEN SALAD

1/4t tarragon

gon, onion, salt, and
1/4 c. onion, chopped pepper. Bring to a boil 6 cups total of torn leaf lettuce, dan-
SAUTEED DAYLILIES 1 c. day lily buds (about 5 minutes). Add delion greens, spinach leaves
6 open day lilies day lily buds and cook 1 ¢. Queen Anne’s Lace blossoms,
8 day lily blossoms Salt and pepper to taste for 10 minutes, then separated
2 T olive o0il& 2 T butter add the open lilies. 1/2 c. Calendula blossoms

1/2 t minced garlic They will turn to a thick 1/2 c. thinly sliced radishes

mass in the soup. Will Dressing: 1 tsalt, 1/2 t dry mus-
tard, 1/4 t fresh black pepper, 2 T
honey, 1/3 c. apple cider vinegar, 1

Sea salt

Saute daylilies and garlic 5 minues in oil & butter. Drain serve 6.

and serve with salt.
c. olive oil



Pick Your Own Strawberries

Anne Arundel Count
Mt. Airy U-Pick Farm
832 Mt. Airy Road
Davidsonville, MD 21035
Phone: 410-798-1862
410-798-0838

Nellie Nelson's

8059 Long Hill Road (off
Mountain Road)
Pasadena, MD 21122
Phone: 410-255-4727

Baltimore County

Huber's Family Produce Farm
Route 7 and Raphel Road
Bradshaw, MD 21087

Phone: 410-679-1941
410-679-1948 (Recorded
Message)

Shaw Orchards

3121 Norrisville Road
White Hall, MD 21161
Phone: 410-692-2429

Caroline County

Frase Farm

Corner of Kraft & Friendship
Rd.

Preston, MD 21655

Phone: 410-673-7249
410-673-1598

Malin Farms

4691 Frazier Neck Rd.
Preston, MD 21655
410-673-2226
410-673-2410 (evenings)
E-mail: djbrown@dmv.com

Wing's Landing Farm
6300 Bell Creek Road
Preston, MD 21655
Phone: 410-673-7238
(recording)
410-673-7749

Carroll County
Westminster, MD 21158

Phone: 410-848-5541,
(Office)

410-857-0112,

(Baltimore) 410-876-5642,
(PYO Info) 410-857-0111

Sewell's Farm

3400 Harney Road
Taneytown, MD 21787
Phone: 410-756-4397

Cecil County

Walnut Springs *
3910 Blue Ball Road

Elkton, MD 21921
Phone: 410-398-3451

Charles County
Hydromont Berry Farm

8020 Hawthorne Road
LaPlata, MD 20646
Phone: 301-932-0872

Shlagel Farms
12850 Shlagel Rd.

Waldorf, MD 20601
Phone: 301-645-4554
E-mail:

Dorchester County
Emily's Produce

2206 Church Creek Road (Rt.

16)
Cambridge, MD 21613
Phone: 410-228-3512 or 443-
521-0789
emilvsproduce@vahoo .com

Harford County

Brad's Produce*

550 Asbury Road
Churchville, MD 21028
Phone: 410-734-GROW
410-569-7288

Harman's Farm Market
2633 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028
Phone: 410-734-7400

Email: harmansfarm

Jones Farm Market *
2100 Philadelphia Road
Edgewood, MD 21040
Phone: 410-676-3709

Lohr's Orchard *

3212 Snake Lane
Churchville, MD 21028
Phone: 410-836-2783

Shaw Orchards *

3121 Norrisville Rd
White Hall, MD 21161
Phone: 410-692-2429

Prince George's County

Cherry Hill Farm & Orchard *
12300 Gallahan Road

Clinton, MD 20735
Phone: 301-292-4642
301-292-1928 (Recording)

Miller Farm *

10140 Piscataway Road
Clinton, MD 20735
Phone: 301-297-9370

Queen Anne's County
Erickson's Farm

171 Strawberry Lane
Centreville, MD 21617
Phone: 410-758-1655

Godfrey's Vegetable Farm *
Route 300 and Lea-
ger Road
Sudlersville, MD
21668

Phone: 410-438-
3509

verizon.net

Wicomico County
Grist Mill Gardens

34178 Rounds Road
Pittsville, Maryland 21850
Phone: 410-860-1930

Email: Webmaster(@gristmillgardens.net

Web: http://www.gristmillgardens.net

How Sweet It Is
3601 Stockyard Rd.
Eden, MD 21822
410-742-8600

Oakley's Farm Market *

27466 Ocean Gateway (US Rt. 50 West)
Hebron, MD 21830

Phone: 410-860-8553

E-mail: melonsforvou@msn.com

Strawberry Fields Forever
4820 Powell School Road
Parsonsburg, MD 21849
Phone: 410-835-8586

Wright's Farm
9300 Old Railroad Rd.

Mardela Springs, MD 21837
410-742-8845

Dish and
Spoon
Mixed

Hey! diddle, diddle,
The cat and the fiddle,

The cow jumped over

Media the moon;
Sculpture The little dog laughed
by To see such sport,
Caroline And the dish ran away

Troy with the spoon.
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RAIN GARDENS: A concept that began in the 1990s in the state of Maryland, rain gardens are now one of the fastest growing
areas of interest for home landscapes. A rain garden is a planted depression that is designed to filter much of the excess rainwater

run-off from a house or other building and its associated landscape. The plants selected for use in a rain garden should be able to

tolerate both Saturatedd drysoil.

Suggested Plant list: Wildflowers, Ferns, Grasses, and Sedges: Asclepias incarsigdap milkweed Chelone glabraite
turtlehead, Eupatorium maculpiepye weed, Lobelia cardinalisiinal flower, Lobelia syphilitda, lobelia, Monarda
didymajswego tea, Vernonia noveboracensisy ironweed, Athyrium fiigminaady fern, Osmunda regadig) fern,
Osmunda cinnamoim@aon fern, Carex pendbi@pping sedge, Carex stipassock sedge

Trees and Shrubs: Amelanchier laguithush, Asimina trilobaypaw, Betula nigRayer birch, Cephalanthus occidentals,

Buttonbush, Clethra alnifoli@geet pepperbush, Cornus amorsilig dogwood, Fothergilla gardeRiirf fothergilla, llex ver
ticillataWinterberry holly, Lindera benzgjigbush, Liquidambar styradfiea,gum, Sambucus canadensi&n elder-
berry, Viburnum dentattywood

“I would rather sit on a pumpkin

and have it all to myself, than be |In Northern Baltimore County, Ladew Topiary Gardens
crowded on a velvet cushion. ¢ - showcases 22 acres of artfully clipped topiary, stunning vistas
Henry DavidThoreau Essayist,Poet, land del i ghtful garden froom

Philosopher 1817-1862
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